
By what name will future generations know our time? Will 
they speak in anger and frustration of the time of the 

Great Unraveling, when profligate consumption exceeded 
Earth's capacity to sustain and led to an accelerating wave 
of collapsing environmental systems, violent competition 

for what remained of the planet's resources, and a 
dramatic dieback of the human population? Or will they 
look back in joyful celebration on the time of the Great 

Turning, when their forebears embraced the higher-order 
potential of their human nature, turned crisis into 

opportunity, and learned to live in creative partnership 
with one another and Earth?  David Korten
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 Water use has been growing at more than twice the rate of 
population increase in the last century

 Water use is predicted to increase by 50 percent between 2007 
and 2025 in developing countries and 18 percent in developed 
ones, with much of the increased use in the poorest countries 
with more and more people moving from rural areas to cities.

 Factor in the expected impacts of climate change this century —
more severe floods, droughts and shifts from past precipitation 
patterns — that are likely to hit the poorest people first and 
worst “and we have a significant challenge on our hands.




























